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HAVE YOU EVER HEARD OF FRED PICKER?

Never heard of Fred Picker? How about Zone VI Studios? If not, and if you are a serious practitioner of
ZONE V] Newsletter photographic art, | would suggest you learn about all of the aforementioned.

Mumber 51, June. 1987 Fred Picker originally was a commercial photographer that developed a one-of-a-kind photographic

Tﬁy ﬂ,‘ specialties business in Vermont. Zone VI Studios manufactured and sold view cameras, B&W
1

darkroom supplies and custom built equipment. Sadly Fred sold Zone VI to Calumet Photographic in
the 1990’s. He stayed on for a few years and finally retired completely. Calumet has slowly phased out

2:‘.2'..’3',‘2,.:‘:,’;,"’1§§‘2.§,§‘?' Zone VI products and they are now relegated to only being available used. Sadly Fred died in 2002.
This was a great loss to the photographic community.

One of the best things that Fred left for all of us fellow artists is his newsletter. He published the Zone VI Newsletter, a quarterly little
pamphlet filled with wisdom, wit and information, from 1973 till 1995. There are 83 newsletters in the collection and if you can find a set for
a reasonable price, buy it! (Watch eBay)

Fred Picker also authored a great book for the beginning B&W photographer titled “The Zone VI Workshop.” This is another good book to
add to your library. It is based on simplicity itself, and if you are a beginner experimenting with B&W, you need to read this book.

If you can find a copy of one of the Zone VI Catalogs, this is also a great reference for your collection. Not that any of the items are still
available, but just as a collector’s item for your reference.

We still own Zone VI 4x5 and 8x10 cameras. These are well-designed, rugged, bullet-proof view cameras. If you are thinking of getting a
wooden field camera, be sure not to pass up a look at a used Zone VI.

Zone VI also manufactured several innovative and unusual pieces of equipment for the darkroom. The Zone VI Compensating Enlarging
Timer and Compensating Developing Timer are a permanent fixture in our darkroom. Though none of this equipment is available new, you
can find it used. Check out eBay, and be ready to pay near original retail for some items. They are that good!

So. . . if you have never heard of Fred Picker, and are serious about B&W photography, you should take the time to familiarize yourself with

the man and his products. We have a complete Zone VI Newsletter Index on our web site available FREE as a PDF download. Look in the
Articles area.
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ZONE VI 4X5 COLOR VIEWING FILTER
TOYO 4X5 FILM HOLDERS —SOLD— Susan Harlin

NEW FIDELITY ELITE 4X5 FILM HOLDERS
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SCHNEIDER COMPONON f5.6 360mm facem*

KB CANHAM 8X10 FRESNEL & GROUND

GLASS PROTECTOR —SOLD—
Traditional B&W Darkroom on FaceBook
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